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Previ ously on "Toget herness". ..

Tina decides that I[ife will be easier if she finally all ows

her novi e producer boyfriend Larry to take care of her. She
nmoves in with himin his fancy house even though she doesn't
really love him

Al ex gets a big acting job in one of Larry's filnms. Before he
flies off to the set in New Ol eans he rushes to find Tina to
confess his love for her and asks her to cone with him She
says no, it's best if she stays with Larry.

M chelle got involved with a project to get a charter schoo
built for Eagle Rock. She works closely on the project with
David, a single parent. Woeks of sexual attraction between

the two cone to a head when M chelle and David go to Sacranmento
t oget her on business and end up in each other's arnms in their
adj oi ni ng hotel roons.

Brett has experinmented with nmushroons with his friend Linda
and has found happiness at last just enjoying time with his
kids and taking in how good life is. He is full of excitenent
over his new view of life and decides to surprise Mchelle by
driving up to Sacranento.

Thi s epi sode takes place after the end of season one.

In this episode "Goodni ght, M Lord"...

Mchelle feels set up when Brett tries to help the charter
school project get exposure. Tina and Al ex use phone calls to
bond while Alex is on location in New Ol eans.



I NT. SEEDY HOTEL - DAY

ALEX sits on the dingy bed. Unshaven, nessy-haired. Tears in
his eyes. He stares at a syringe and a dime bag of heroin.

Sweats. Breathes hard. Finally shakes his head.

ALEX
No. She's not worth it, man.

In one violent sweep he knocks everything to the floor.

ALEX (CONT' D)
You're not worth it! Life goes on
wi t hout you, sweetheart!

He falls back onto the bed, sobbing with relief.

DI RECTOR (O S.)
Cut ! Beauti ful!

Al ex sits up, happy and all smles. The DIRECTOR, a scruffy
man, 30s, approaches the bed.

DI RECTOR ( CONT' D)
G eat job, Alex. Good stuff.

ALEX
Thanks, thanks. But um..do you think
we can try it one nore tinme? | think

| can go a bit deeper.

The Director smles and nods.

DI RECTOR
You're the man. \Whatever you want.
(to crew)

W' re goi ng agai n!
I NT. EDI TI NG BAY - DAY

BRETT sits with an EDI TOR, a sl eep-deprived 20-sonethi ng guy.
They are | ooking at footage of a Native Anmerican Feast Day
cel ebration. AWM, 35, a hip, attractive yet slightly nerdy
woman si ps coffee.

AW
Most of the sound we got was great,
right on location. But there's stil
a few rough patches.

Brett nods.



BRETT
Yeah, | can help you out with those.

AMY
It was a great shoot, but two nonths
on location in the New Mexi can sumer,
sheesh. A lot of those old houses on
the reservation didn't have air
conditioning. Like working on the
surface of the sun

BRETT
Actually you woul dn't have been able
to have the air conditioning on anyway,
it's too |oud.

EDI TOR
Yeah, the mics pick that stuff up no
probl em

AW

Sure. Air conditioning noise picks
up fine, but when | need a crucial
bit of dialogue it sounds |ike crap.

BRETT
W can hel p you out there.

EDI TOR
Yeah. We'Ill find a work-around. No
need to go back to reshoot.

AW
Thanks, guys. You're lifesavers. |
swear, next tinme |'m doing sonething

local. No nore slogs to the desert.
BRETT
Al ready starting the next project,
huh?
AW

Vell, not really.
Brett | aughs.

BRETT
Sonmehow | don't believe you.

AW
| say no, but you know that deep down
" m al ready keeping an eye out for ny
next battle.



EDI TOR
Wongs to be righted!

BRETT
Mountains to cli nb!

They all raise their coffee nugs and sodas.

BRETT ( CONT' D)
To Any and her quest to put the world
right!

I NT. COFFEE SHOP - DAY

M CHELLE pi cks her coffee up at the counter and joins TINA at
a small table.

M CHELLE
So how has life in the Wst Hills
been treating you?

TI NA

Fabul ous. Larry's house is amazing.
M CHELLE

"Larry's" house?
TI NA

Vel | yeah. O course Larry's house.
How el se would | refer to it?

M chel | e shrugs.

M CHELLE
| don't know. It just sounded weird.
| guess | was expecting you to cal
it "your" house.

TI NA
It's not ny house, it's Larry's.
M CHELLE
But you're living there.
TI NA
It's only been three weeks! It's a

period of adjustnent.

M CHELLE
Yeah, yeah, you're right.

TI NA
What, you think it was a dunb nove?



M CHELLE
No!

TI NA
You think it's too soon? That |I'm
sonehow sublimating nmyself to live
his life in his house with his dog
and his china pattern?

M CHELLE
Jeez, cal mdown, Hector Projector!

TI NA
No, that's NOT what | think. But I
can see where you m ght.

M CHELLE
| don't, | don't!

M chel | e | aughs, hol ds her hands up in a gesture of surrender.
Tina's cell phone rings.

TI NA
Hel | 0? Hey, darling! How s it going?
(beat)
Sure, sure. It's 310-555-3949.
(beat)

Right. Okay. Hey, I'mwth Mchelle,
can | call you back |l ater?

(beat)
Yup, perfect. Call nme later so we
can watch "Downton Abbey." Don't you
dare watch it before ne! Bye.

She hangs up.

M CHELLE
Aww.  Young | ove.

TI NA
No, that was Al ex.

M chel |l e's eyebrows shoot up in surprise.
M CHELLE

Real | y? You're watching "Downton
Abbey" toget her?

TI NA
Yeah. |It's on earlier there because
of the tine difference, but he DVRs
it, then waits until it's on here so

we can watch it at the sanme tine.



M CHELLE
How cozy.
TI NA
W' ve been talking a | ot on the phone

together while he's in New Ol eans.
He tells nme about his day on the set.
He's doing really well!

M CHELLE
| know. Brett's been telling ne.

TI NA
["mso proud of Alex. He's killing it
on this film Larry's gonna love it.

M chell e al nost | aughs.

M CHELLE
Listen to you

TI NA
Vel 1, you know, he's nuch...nicer to
deal wth now that he's so happy.

M CHELLE
| bet he'd say the sane thing.

Ti na beans.

TI NA
I DO seem happy, huh?

M CHELLE
So Larry's house is amazing. How s
Larry?

TI NA

(flat)

Uh. .. he's anmazing, too.

I NT. EDI TI NG BAY - DAY

Any is gathering her things, |oading up her satchel.

grabs his soda and tosses it.

EDI TOR
Gotta go pee.

He | eaves.

The Editor



BRETT
So Any, are you really looking for a
| ocal project to tackle?

AWY
Yeah, maybe. \Whatcha got?

BRETT
My wife, Mchelle, is heading a project
to try and get a charter school built
in Eagle Rock. They just started the
project and it seens like it's going
to be an uphill battle.

AW
Oo, prom sing. The underdogs agai nst
t he big guys?

BRETT
Exactly! Thought it m ght be
interesting for you, and help them
get some exposure.

AWY
Hhm

BRETT
And it's | ocal!

AWY
That m ght be interesting.

BRETT
And ny wife, she's really sweet and
personable. | think she'd "play well"
on film

AWY

It's just her trying to get this done?

BRETT
Oh no, she's got a group. And one of
t he guys on the project is running
for office soon, so he's probably got
sone stories to tell. You want to
talk to her?

AMY
Sur e!

BRETT
Geat. 1'll set sonething up



I NT. FANCY HOTEL - NI GHT

Alex is spraw ed out on his luxurious bed. N bbles on tidbits
froma roomservice tray. He's got his phone on speaker |ying
on his chest.

ALEX
OCh nmy god, | forgot how nuch I |ove
shrinp cocktail.

I NT. LARRY AND TINA'S LI VING ROOM - NI GHT

Tina | ounges on the couch in her and Larry's fancy living room
Her TV is on, but nmuted. She's on the phone.

TI NA
The nmoney for that shrinp cocktail is
com ng out of Larry's pocket, ya know.

| NTERCUT LARRY AND TI NA.

ALEX
Vel l, thank Larry for me. Yun
TI NA
You' re basically taking food out of

ny nout h.
He nmakes exaggerated sl urping noises as he eats.

ALEX
Mm so good. | mght have anot her.

TI NA
Live it up while you can.

ALEX
Ch, | intend to.

She notices what's on her TV.

TI NA
Hey, it's al nost tine!

ALEX
' mready.

TI NA

You swear to god you didn't already
watch it?



ALEX
Tina, would | lie to you about
sonet hing so inportant as "Downton
Abbey"? | have it paused and ready
to go. You'll have to tell nme exactly
when yours starts.

TI NA
You' re never gonna get it exactly in
sync with nme, you know.

Al ex nods. He has his TV renote in hand, ready.

ALEX
Tell me about it.

I NT. BRETT AND M CHELLE' S PORCH - NI GHT
Mchelle is sitting on the porch as Brett wal ks up the path.

BRETT
Hello, nmy loving wfe.

M CHELLE
Hi .

He ki sses her hello and sits in the chair next to her.

BRETT
Escaping fromthe kids?

M CHELLE
No, it's just such a nice night.
Enjoying the air.

Brett settles back nore confortably into his chair.

BRETT
Yeah, you're right. It is a nice
night to sit out here.

They enjoy the quiet for a nonent.

BRETT ( CONT' D)
Ch, hey. You know that docunentary
maker |'ve been working with? Any
Ratcliffe? Well, she's |ooking for a
new subject to tackle and | told her
all about your charter school thing.

M CHELLE
Real | y? You nean...to do a docunentary
( MORE)



M CHELLE ( CONT' D)
about the school? W don't even have
it yet.

BRETT
Yeah, that's the point. [It's not
about the school itself, but the
struggle to get it approved and nade.
The plight of the comunity and al
that. She liked the idea. Wnts to
talk to you

M CHELLE

Me? She should probably talk to David.
BRETT

["msure she will. But you're a big

part of it, too. She needs you both.
Isn't that great?

Brett is grinning ear-to-ear, but Mchelle only smles a bit.

M CHELLE
VWw. Yeah. That woul d be...

BRETT
Amazi ng!

Brett doesn't seemto notice that he's alone in his bubble of
cont ent nent .

I NT. FANCY HOTEL - NI GHT

Al ex watches TV, phone still on his chest on speaker.
ALEX
Ch! | can't believe she did that!
He | aughs.
TINA (O S.)
(on speaker)
That was awesone! | |ove this show

Larry should do TV.

ALEX
Maybe you coul d convince him

I NT. LARRY AND TINA'S LI VI NG ROOM - CONTI NUCUS

Tina lies on the floor, eyes glued to the TV.
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TI NA
You' d be good on a show like this.

I NTERCUT TI NA AND ALEX

ALEX
| wouldn't say no to that.
TI NA
| bet. Larry's seen the dailies, he
says you're really killing it.
ALEX
Real | y?
TI NA
Yep.
ALEX

What el se did he say?

TI NA
Shh!'  We're mssing the show

EXT. MOVIE SET - DAY

Al ex, dressed as his character, a lowife druggie, struts
t hrough the set. CREW MEMBERS here and there nod their hell os.

He gets a cup of coffee and a donut. Gazes around at his
Shangri-La. Gins.

A YOUNG ASI AN WOVAN catches his eye. She has a nobil e manicure-
pedi cure station. One of the other actors, a BIKER GUY conplete
with fake bl oodied gash on his head, is getting a foot nmassage.
Al ex watches this.

OLDER ASI AN WOVAN appr oaches Al ex.

OLDER ASI AN WOVAN
M. Pappas? Wuld you like a mani -
pedi ? Free of charge.

Al ex | ooks Iike he's considering it.

OLDER ASI AN WOVAN ( CONT' D)
Tip not included, of course.

ALEX
Do nen get those?

CLDER ASI AN WOVAN
Oh yes. Very popular with nale actors.
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A PERKY P. A. approaches Al ex.

P. A
M. Pappas? W're ready for you on
set, please.

I NT. BRETT AND M CHELLE' S BEDROOM - DAY

Mchelle pulls towels froma |aundry basket on the bed and
folds them Brett sneaks up behind her, kisses her neck. She
doesn't stop folding.

BRETT
How s ny sexy wi fe?

M CHELLE
Your sexy wife is folding towels.

Brett tries to entice her with nore ki sses and caresses from
behi nd her.

BRETT
Maybe ny sexy wife could fold the
towel s later.

M CHELLE
Later she has to start dinner.

He aborts his seduction. H's arns fall to his sides.

BRETT
You know, Mchelle, it wouldn't be
the worse thing in the world to stop
and see how wonderful things are.

She turns around, stares at him

BRETT ( CONT' D)
Life is short. And beautiful. Look
where you are. 1In a lovely, cozy
home. Life is good. Your |oving
husband i s here.

M CHELLE
Hor ny husband nore like it.
BRETT
Jesus, M chell e!
M CHELLE
What, |'m supposed to stop everything
' m doi ng because you feel |ike having

sex? Maybe | don't!



BRETT
No, |I'm saying you need to stop and
take in how good life is! Take your
nose out of your chores for a few
m nut es!

M CHELLE
Brett, you did nushroons once three
weeks ago, now you're M. Happy Zen?
Get real! |'m supposed to drop what
' m doi ng because you' ve reached nirvana
after one cup of nmushroomtea?

Brett | ooks a bit sheepish. Hesitates. Sits.
M CHELLE ( CONT' D)

What ?
BRETT
Actually I"ve done it two nore tines
since then.
M CHELLE
What ? When?
BRETT

Just a fewtines. Once | was at work.

M CHELLE
At work?! And no one noticed?

BRETT
Il work in the entertai nment industry,
do you think anyone even noticed?
Li nda canme by for lunch, and we just
ended up doing a little.

M CHELLE
Ch, | see. Linda And the second
time?
BRETT
The ot her day when | went hiking.
M CHELLE
Let me guess...Linda was there.
BRETT
Well, yeah. It was out at her place.

We took a hike.
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M CHELLE
Yeah, | get it. You have such a |lovely
ti me doing nmushroons with your
girlfriend out in the woods.

He pl ops down on the bed.

BRETT
Oh please. She's like sixty. It's
totally platonic. She's like a..
mentor. She's hel ped nme expand ny
vi ewpoint on life.

M CHELLE
Meanwhile, I'mat hone all day taking
care of the kids and trying to create
a great school for your kids to go
to. Not just get theminto the school,
l'i ke applications and stuff, but
actual |y CREATE the school itself!
Then |I' m supposed to drop ny panties
because you conme hone sounding |ike
Yoda? Not exactly romantic, Brett.

BRETT
Not romantic? Didn't | drive up to
Sacramento to surprise you at your
hotel ? That wasn't romantic? | drove
up there to share ny excitenent with
you and you acted all weird and col d!

She turns her back, grimaces. Yikes.

M CHELLE
Yes. | know. I'msorry. That was
very sweet actually. And you're trying
to help our charter school get nore
exposure. That's very sweet of you
["msorry. | guess I'mjust tired.

TINA (QS.)
Tired?

EXT. LARRY AND TI NA'S SUNNY PATI O - DAY

Tina and M chelle enjoy the sunshine on chai se | ounges on the
beautifully lush patio. Tall iced teas in hand.

TI NA
Quilty is nore like it.



M CHELLE
OCh nmy god, when he nentioned the hotel

rooml| nearly died! | felt terriblel
TI NA

Wiy?  You didn't get caught.
M CHELLE

Alnost! |If he had shown up an hour

earlier...oh Jesus.
TI NA
But he didn't. Stop beating yourself
up over it. You slipped up ONE tine.
Tina leans forward. G ares at Mchelle.

TI NA ( CONT' D)

Ri ght ?
M CHELLE
(whi spers)
Yes! O course!
TI NA

Have you guys seen each other since?
| mean, how did you | eave things?

M CHELLE
(whi spers)
W don't talk about it. |[|'ve seen
hima few tinmes at the neetings.

TI NA
Do you want to see hi magain?

Mchelle slurps on her iced tea. Long sw g.

M CHELLE
(whi spers)
| don't know. | shouldn't.
TI NA
But you want to.
M CHELLE
(whi spers)

| don't know what | want.

TI NA
Wiy are you whi spering?



M CHELLE
| don't want your servants to hear.

Ti na | aughs.

TI NA

Servants! Marie is just a housekeeper.
M CHELLE

What ever.
TI NA

You nake it sound like |I have a butler
or sonething. O a ladies maid |ike
on "Downt on Abbey."

(British accent)
"That will be all, Anna." "Thank
you, ma'am"”

M CHELLE
A housekeeper sounds good to ne.

TI NA
Larry does spoil ne, it's true. Do
you want sone nore iced tea?

M chell e notices that her glass is enpty.

M CHELLE
Sure. WIIl she bring it out?
TI NA
No, doofus. | have to go get it.

Tina hops up and grabs their enpty gl asses.
I NT. FANCY HOTEL BATHROOM - NI GHT

Alex wears only a towel, fresh out of the shower,
Hol ds the phone to his ear.

TINA (QS.)
(recorded, on
phone)

H, it's Tina, you know what to do.
BEEP!

ALEX
Not hing |i ke a shower to wash away
the grinme of a hard day doing heroin
and beating up prostitutes. Just
call ed to say goodnight. Cheerio!

wet hair.

15.
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INT. BRETT AND M CHELLE' S KI TCHEN - NI GHT

Mchelle sits at the kitchen table paying bills. Her phone
rings. Incomng caller listed as "David Garcia."

She sneaks a glance at Brett in the next roomwatching TV with
the kids. She touches a button, sends the call to voicemil

I NT. FANCY HOTEL - NI GHT

Alex lies in bed, still only in a towl. Lights off. Phone
rings. dances at the incomng caller nanme. Smles.
ALEX
"Ello, |ovel
TINA (O S.)
(on phone)

Working on that English accent, huh?
I NT. LARRY AND TI NA'S SUMPTUOUS BATHROOM - NI GHT

Tina soaks in the huge tub. Dimlights. Lovely view through
the wi ndow of city lights. Phone on speaker on the tub edge.

I NTERCUT TI NA AND ALEX

ALEX
What cha doi ng?

TI NA
| was inspired by your speech about
washi ng away the grinme of the day.
' m soaking in the tub.

Al ex' s eyebrows shoot up.

ALEX
Reeeeaaal | y?

She smles, but doesn't let it '"show in her voice.

TI NA
Yup. |I'mall soapy and sudsy.

ALEX
Washing away the grine of a hard day
shoppi ng and getting pedicures?

TI NA
That's right.



Al ex nods.
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ALEX
Oh, speaking of pedicures. They
actual ly have wonen on the set and
their sole job is to give cast and
crew pedi cures and mani cure and foot
massages!

TI NA
| don't think it's for the crew.

ALEX
OCh. Really? Just the cast?

TI NA
When are you going to get it? You're
BIG now You're starring in a freaking
novi e!

ALEX
VWw. Do nen get nanicures?

TI NA
Sure. A lot of nmen do. The
nmet r osexual s.

ALEX
Like with nail polish? What, |ike
cl ear polish or sonething?

TI NA
No, no. No polish. They soften and
clean up your cuticles, nake them
| ook nice. Then they just trim and
buff your nails so they're all nice

and shi ny.
ALEX

Sounds kinda nice. | was thinking of --
TI NA

I find it so prissy though, nen who
get manicures. So effem nate.

Takes nental note. That's that then.

ALEX
Does Larry get manicures? And his
little dog gets a matching pedi cure?

She purses her lips. Hesitates.
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TI NA
Oh shit, | alnost dropped the phone
into the tub!

Her phone sits - safe and untouched - on the edge of the tub.
M ssi on acconplished, Alex is distracted.

ALEX
Into that slick, soapy water?

TI NA
Slick, soapy, warmwater

ALEX
Oooo. Tell ne nore.

TI NA
Is that an order?

ALEX
(British accent)
I ndeed. As lord of the manor | comrand
you to describe what you're doing at
this very nonent.

Tina smles. She runs her hand down her soapy front and down
under the water.

TI NA
(British accent)
As you wi sh, mlord!
EXT. BRETT AND M CHELLE' S BACKYARD - NI GHT

Mchelle and Tina | ean against a half-wall near the patio.
They talk very quietly.

M CHELLE
What ?!
Ti na | aughs.
TI NA
| know | can't believe it!
M CHELLE

Phone sex? Wth Al ex?! Wat does
this nean?

Ti na shrugs.

TI NA
It was kind of fun.



19.

M CHELLE
But what about Larry?

Ti na shrugs again and frowns.

TI NA
Crap. Am|I dooned to fuck up every
good thing that happens to ne?

M CHELLE
Boy, we're quite a pair, aren't we?

They giggle at their shared problem

M CHELLE ( CONT' D)
Look, you didn't really cheat on Larry.
It was just phone sex. No one else
was even there!

TI NA
Yeah, that's true! | was alone! It's
not like | actually had sex with soneone
and fucked the whol e thing up!

This cheers up Tina. Until she sees Mchelle's distraught face.

TI NA (CONT' D)
Ch. Yeah. Sorry.

M chel | e sees through the wi ndow that Brett is hone -- and
brought a woman with himn

I NT. BRETT AND M CHELLE' S LI VI NG ROOM - N GHT
M chelle marches in fromthe backyard.

BRETT
Ah, here she is. Ay, this is ny
wife, Mchelle. This is Any, the
docunentary maker | told you about.

M chell e covers her surprise beautifully.

M CHELLE
Yes, hello! Brett told me so nuch
about you. Your work sounds
fasci nating.

AW
Thank you! It's nice to neet you. |
can't wait to hear about your charter
school project.
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M CHELLE
Ooooh. Yeah. G eat!

I NT. BRETT AND M CHELLE' S KI TCHEN - N GAT
M chell e uses a fierce whisper.

M CHELLE
What the hell, Brett?!

BRETT
Didn't you get nmy message?

M CHELLE
No, what nessage?

BRETT
| ran into Any in the parking | ot and
we started tal king. She was so excited
to talk to you about the school so |
just invited her for dinner.

M CHELLE
Jesus, Brett!

BRETT
Look, it's no big deal. She's laid
back, it's just a casual neal. |
call ed you twice on the way hone.

She pats her pockets. Looks around the room

M CHELLE
Shit. | think ny phone's still in ny
purse. | can't hear the ringer when
It's in there.

BRETT

What ever you have planned for dinner
is fine. O | can go get a pizza.
Honestly, it's just a casual thing.

Her fum ng reduces down into a simrer.

M CHELLE
Ckay. Fine.

DI NG DONG Doorbel | !

BRETT
Ch. Yeah. There's one nore thing.
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I NT. BRETT AND M CHELLE' S LI VI NG ROOM - N GHT
Brett opens the door to find DAVID on the doorstep.

BRETT
H'! C non in, David.

Mchelle freezes. Holy crap.
INT. MOVIE SET - N GHT

Al ex neanders around the set, in costune. Ripped clothes,
bruises on his face. MAKEUP ARTI ST touches up his cut and
bl coodied Iip. The Young Asian Wnman approaches him

YOUNG ASI AN WOVAN
Mani cure while you wait, M. Pappas?

Al ex shakes his head -- a vigorous "no."
I NT. BRETT AND M CHELLE' S KI TCHEN - LATER

Brett brings an enpty bottle of wine fromthe dining area.
G abs another full bottle. Laughter and merrinent ECHOES from
the other room He makes a quick call as he opens the w ne.

ALEX (O S.)
(on phone)
Hi, Brett.

BRETT
Hey, buddy! How s it going M. Movie
Star? Do you have your own assistant
yet? |Is TMZ follow ng you around?

ALEX (O S.)
(on phone)
It's going great! But hey, |I've got
Tina on the other line. Can | cal

you back?
BRETT
Oh.  Yeah, sure!
ALEX (0O S.)
(on phone)

Geat. W'Ill catch up later

BRETT
Ckay, we'll -

CLI CK.
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INT. BRETT AND M CHELLE' S DI NI NG AREA - NI GHT

Pi zza boxes fill the table, nostly enpty.
AW
So | learned the hard way that it's
not an Indian casino -- it's a "gam ng
pal ace!"

Everyone | aughs. David seens charmed by her story. This does
not escape M chelle's notice.

DAVI D
That rem nds ne of one tine when
went to the Grand Canyon. | had ny

daughters with nme and. ..
Any seens equal |y charnmed by Davi d.
| NT. HOTEL BALCONY - N GHT

Al ex | eans against the railing | ooking out over New Ol eans.
On the phone, as usual .

LARRY (0O.S.)
ol 1 02 (on phone)
0%

Al ex stands at attention.

ALEX
(fake French
accent)
"Allo? Is ziss Tina s phone?

LARRY (O S.)
(on phone)
Yes. Is this Al ex?

Al ex freezes.

ALEX
Uh...yeah. | was just...
(French accent
agai n)
...practizing zee French accent.
Nawl i ns has inspired ne.

Al ex cringes.



23.
LARRY (O.S.)

(on phone)

It's good! Ke
Uh, | answered

ep up the good work.
Tina's phone by

accident. She's not hone.
ALEX
Alrighty then. Um no nessage. Just
called to say hi
LARRY (O S.)
(on phone)

Ckay. Bon nu
CLI CK.

He even does a
t han ne.

t, nonsieur!

ALEX
French accent better

I NT. BRETT AND M CHELLE' S BEDROOM - NI GHT

Mchelle sits up in bed.

Rubs lotion into her hands and arns.

Brett sits on the edge of the bed, clips his toenails.

Any sure | oved

M chell e just gives a pol

I think she re
on you guys.

| guess.

You guess?

Vll, | nean,
it's going to

You'll get exp
know about you

Plight? Brett
approved! W

struggle. Wy
going to fail?

BRETT
you.

ite smle.

BRETT ( CONT' D)
ally wants to do a film
Wul dn't that be great?

M CHELLE

BRETT

M CHELLE
| don't really see how
hel p us.

BRETT
osure! People wll
r plight!

M CHELLE
, Wwe mght get it
m ght not have a
do you assume we're



BRETT
["'mnot assu-- Mchelle! I'mtrying
to hel p!

He gets into bed with her.

M CHELLE
I know. | know you are. But the
only way her filmwll help us is if
she filns us for a long tine, then we
fail, and then after the film cones
out we show it around and get
publicity. Not exactly the route we
wer e hoping for.

BRETT
Oh.  Yeah, | guess that's true.

M CHELLE
By the tine her filmconmes out, then
it's sort of too late.

BRETT
| guess.
M CHELLE
Wiy did you invite David?
BRETT
What do you nean? He spear headed the
whol e t hi ng!
M CHELLE
Yeah, | know. | nean, why not just
have her nmeet with himat a separate
time?
He stares at her.
BRETT

| don't get it. Wat's the probl en?

M CHELLE
No probl em

Brett snuggles down into bed.
M CHELLE ( CONT' D)

Wiy did you suggest that they neet
agai n al one next week?
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BRETT
They seenmed to be really hitting it
off. The nore they bond, the better
chance of the filmgetting nade.
Wiy? Does it bother you?

M CHELLE
No, of course not. It just seens
i ke you were trying to play nmatchmaker
alittle bit.

BRETT
Hey, if they hit it off, good for
them That wasn't ny intention though.

Brett closes his eyes, he's ready for a peaceful night's sleep.
But nope, it's not neant to be.

M CHELLE
David told nme sonething you said at
the fundraiser. That day you were on
mushr oons.

He rolls back over to her, opens his eyes.

BRETT
What ?

M CHELLE
Somet hi ng about asking himif you
shoul d be worried, Iike you were afraid

David and | were going to get together.

BRETT
Ch. Yeah. That sounds famliar.
Li ke you said. .. nmushroons.

M CHELLE
It seens |ike you are trying to make
sure David and Amy hook up so you
won't have to worry about it anynore.

Brett sits back up again. Mchelle turns away from him

M CHELLE ( CONT' D)
(quietly to
hersel )
OCh nmy god, |'m Hector.

BRETT
Hector? Who's Hector?
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M CHELLE
Um just sone guy at the school board.

BRETT

Mchelle, you realize this nmakes you

sound jealous, right? DO I have

sonething to worry about ?
A long pause before Mchelle finally shakes her head no.
I NT. LARRY AND TINA'S LI VING ROOM - DAY
She picks up her phone and texts to Al ex.
"What are you doi ng?"
I NT. MAKEUP TRAI LER - DAY
The Makeup Artist nakes Al ex | ook beaten up, bl oodi ed.
Al ex sees her text. Types in his reply.
"Getting beaten up."
I NT. LARRY AND TINA'S LI VING ROOM - DAY

She sees his reply. Then his selfie cones through, Al ex |ooking
horri bl e and beaten. She |aughs. Types.

"You | ook great!"
She then takes a selfie and sends it through. She |ooks good.
I NT. MAKEUP TRAI LER - DAY

Alex sees Tina's selfie. He gazes at it for a nmonment. Doesn't
reply. He is still and quiet. Stares at hinself in the mrror.

MAKEUP ARTI ST
Cheer up, honey! This is all fake.
Soon you can go hone and it's al
back to nornal

INT. BRETT AND M CHELLE'S PORCH - N GHT

Mchelle sits with Frankie on her lap. He's asleep. She
wat ches Brett park his car and approach the porch.

M CHELLE
Hi, honey.

BRETT
Hi .



Brett gently kisses the sleeping boy before he plops down.

BRETT ( CONT' D)
Don't you wi sh you could sleep Iike
that? So peaceful. And when they
wake up, so full of wonder.

She | ooks into Brett's eyes.

BRETT ( CONT' D)
I know, you're tired of hearing ne
wax poetic about everything since the
mushroonms. But I'mtelling you, it
has totally changed nmy perspective
and put me in a happier place.

She nods.

M CHELLE
It seens cruel and unfair...in a
rel ationship two people are hardly
ever on the sanme page.

BRETT
Vell, maybe you'd Iike to try taking
sone wth ne. You can try the
tea...I"Il make it really weak for
you at first. You can have a very
gentle trip. W'Ill do it together.

M CHELLE
Yeah, maybe. But that's not exactly
what | nmeant. Maybe this new
enl i ghtened viewpoint is a good thing
for you right now. ' Cause there's
sonmething I need to tell you about
Sacr anment o.

He sits back into his chair.

BRETT
Ckay.
(1 aughs)
["mworried, but okay.

A SOULFUL SONG pl ays over the scene that continues MO S.
The P.O. V. slowy changes fromthe porch steps back to the

sidewal k as the MJSIC plays as Brett sits silently while
Mchelle spills her guts.

27.
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I NT. ALEX'S ON-SET TRAILER - N GHT
Al ex types a text to Tina.

"I think you should watch ' Downton Abbey' with Larry. It's
the right thing to do."

But he doesn't send it. Sets his phone down. Druns his
fingers. Fidgets. Sighs. Picks phone up again. Hits "send."

EXT. MOVIE SET - N GHT

Al ex picks at the remains of his dinner. He watches the Young
Asi an Worman finish up her pedicure on the ACTRESS pl ayi ng one
of his prostitutes.

Al ex wanders over.

YOUNG ASI AN WOVAN
Mani cure, M. Pappas?

ALEX
Actual ly, yes! That sounds | ovely.

He sits dowmn. His phone rings. He sends the caller to
voi cenail, then lets the panpering begin, big grin on his face.

I NT. LARRY AND TINA'S LIVING ROOM - NI GHT

"Downt on Abbey" is beginning on Tina's huge TV. She holds the
phone to her ear. Wits.

ALEX (O.S.)
(recorded, on
phone)
H, it's Alex. |I'mon the set! |I'm
making a novie, so |'mfar too busy
to answer your call. Leave a nessage.

She smirks as she |listens. BEEP

She opens her nmouth to | eave a nessage. Nothing cones out.
She thinks better of it. Sinply hangs up. Puts the phone
down on the table. Nods.

TI NA
(British accent)
Goodni ght, nm | ord.

Larry wanders in. She pats the couch next to her. He snuggles
up to her and together they watch "Downton Abbey."
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